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“Beyond  the  Bare  Bones”  is  the  theme  
of  CSAA’s  Creation  Weekend  October  
15   and   16,  
2010  with  pa-
laeontologist  
Dr.   Marcus  
Ross.   All  
the   events  
will   take   place   at  
Mill   Woods   Assembly,  
66   Street   and   23   Avenue   in   Ed-
monton.  Beginning  on  the  Friday  eve-
ning,  October   15,  Dr.  Ross  will   share  
his  adventures  and  experiences  when  
studying  geology  in  large  secular  uni-
versities  in  the  United  States.  His  title  
is  “Twelve  Years  in  Athens:  a  creation-
ist   odyssey   in   geological   education.”  
(Athens,  of  course,  refers  to  the  secu-
lar   intellectual   environment,   as   op-

posed   to   a   Christian  
environment,   which  
is   often   represented  
in   such   discussions  
as   the   City   of   Jeru-

salem.)   This   lecture,   cer-
tain  to  provide  interesting  
insights,   begins   at   8   pm  
and,   like  all   these  events,  
is  free.
On   Saturday   morning,  

also  at  Mill  Woods  As-
sembly,   a   complimen-
tary   continental   break-
fast   is   scheduled   for   10  
am.   Then   at   10:30,   Dr.  
Ross  will  provide  us  with  

a   fascinating   discus-
sion   of   “Bird-hipped  
dinosaurs:   horns,  

he lmet s  
and   herds.”  
Later   at   1:30   pm   he  

will   lecture   on   “Lizard-hipped  
dinosaurs:   thunder   lizards   and   ter-
rible  tyrants”.  Lastly,  at  8:00  pm,  for  
a   change   of   pace,   he   will   lecture   on  
“How  to  date  like  a  geologist.”  This  is  
a  most   interesting  and  relevant   topic  
as  the  assigned  age  of  rocks  is  a  con-
stant  topic  of  discussion.  Since  all  are  
free,  you  are  encouraged  to  invite  your  
friends  and  relatives.

CSAA   has   full   colour  
posters   available  which  we  
are   delighted   to   provide  
upon   request.   Also   do   not  
forget   to  mark   your   calen-
dar   for   this   exciting   event  
next   fall.   (See   our   website  
for   biographical   informa-
tion  on  Dr.  Ross.  Among  his  
particular   research   inter-
ests   are  mosasaurs,   fear-
some   marine   reptiles)  
This  weekend   is  a  won-
derful   opportunity   to  
learn  about  fascinating  
fossils   and  other   geo-
logical  issues!

by

Moxie

Seahorse Origin 

--------------------------------------
A seahorse (family Syngnathidae, ge-

nus Hippocampus meaning “horse 
sea monster”) is like no other animal 

For example, its elaborate balanc-
ing mechanism uses an air bubble 

bladder to maintain upright posture. 

-

-
ment triggers 

responses that 
cause the sea-
horse to right 
itself. The com-
mon 10 cm (4 
ins.) high sea-

-
til the bubble tells 
it that it is again upright. If  the blad-

helplessly to the sea bottom, doomed 
-

idly enough. 
Like the strange pygmy sea dragons, 

seahorses spend much of  their 
Continued on page 6
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God of Wonders: Exploring The Wonders 
of Creation, Conscience, and the Glory 

of God. 85 minutes. Eternal Productions.

and before starting our children’s bed-
time routine, my husband and I plunked 

-
utes of the DVD God of Wonders. Imme-

-

blooming before my eyes through the use 
of time lapse photography and an im-

-
ible creatures. 

-

from nature footage to a documentary 
-

ing some complicated (and fascinating!) 
details about the creation, interspersed 

-

the dialogue to a 
certain de-
gree. Com-
puter anima-
tion made the 
explanations 
more un-
derstandable 
and certainly 
helped to keep 
their (and my!) 
attention. You 

in comparison to our sun, 

small our sun is com-
pared to our brightest star.  

The sun is huge! That star 
is enormous!” my six year 
old and I exclaimed to-
gether. 

teaches us about the creator, God. He 

present in thunderstorms, for instance, is 
so immense it teaches us about the great-

-

of the creator, God, is conspicuous in the 

is perfectly designed to sustain life. The 
complex design of creatures, such as the 
hummingbird, is absolutely necessary to 
sustain life. All the intricate parts need to 

explains the gospel message.
-

glory of God the Creator.  The scientists 
-

a mp le , Dr. Jason Lisle is 
an astrophysicist, 
Dr. Larry Vard-
iman is an astro-
geophysicist, Dr. 
Gary Parker and 

-
ton are biolo-
gists. Together, 
creation and 
God’s Word 
teach us about 
God.

-

that I had let my kids 

bedtime. Second, that 

-
ing information about 

yet as complex as thun-

God of Wonders

fascinating	  information
about	  everyday	  things

Go
od

DV
D

Reviewed

by

Tina	  Bain



T -
ders of  Creation Series” is The Archaeology Book 

-
rial suitable for grades 5-6, elaboration on the topic 

-
sues such as dating techniques. This latter section 

-
graphs and illustrations, the book introduces the readers 

-

is impossible not to become excited about the topic!
-

-
pened. This is an extremely important question because, 
as the author points out, an assigned date too old or too 
recent, could mean that the historical record as read from 
the ruins, does not match the Biblical account. For exam-
ple, one expert, by reinterpreting the age of  the ruins at 

of  Joshua! Others, of  course, dispute her dating methods. 

and this the book describes.

-
ure out if  these next sites are older, or younger or 

-

been helpful for the 

are older than others. 
Perhaps this could be 

a good research project 

up a suitable time line of  

At any rate, 

-
est of  youthful readers and students. One of  the popular 
features of  this series has been the excellent illus-trations 

title has more text, because it seeks to initi-
ate interest at a broader 

-

that one hardly notices 
that one is being asked to 
read more text!

interested in Bible/an-
cient history or just plain 

highly recommended.

The Archaeology Book. 
Master Books.  96 pages.
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o to calling them bears, often teddy bears and, al-
though they are not bears but rather marsupials, the name 

-
eryone. 

southern Australia, they are so enormously different from 

-
though Koalas are mammals, Order Diprotodontia, they 
are so different from all other mammals that they are the 

-
tidae, Greek for “pouch bear.” Their hands and feet both 
look like human hands except the koala’s hand has three 

Koalas. 

-

-
ing, the rest of  their time eating. 

breastfeed. As marsupials (Greek for “little purse”), their 

Gould. 1989. Life at the Edge. Freeman p. 84). After about six 
months the young emerge from their pouch to take their 

their birthplace (Lee and Martin. 1990. Natural History Au-
gust p. 34). 

-
tralia today (Degabriele, 1989, p. 84). Koalas drink hardly 

toxic to most other animals, but 
-

meals.
The koala body is 

composed mostly of  
protein (including their 
organs, and muscles), 
but their diet of  euca-
lyptus oils and cellulose 

The koala must synthe-
size the protein required for normal functioning 
from digestible nitrogen compounds in the euca-

to synthesize amino acids used to construct pro-
tein. A more critical source of  their protein is from 

extremely long appendix-like cecum. During nor-
-

stant stream of  these microorganisms that supply 
the materials the koala requires to produce the 
protein required to construct muscle and other 
protein-based structures. 

“one of  the mammal mysteries of  this southern continent” 

(Lee and Martin, 1990, p. 37). One reason for this conclu-

Koalas are also considered closely related to the kanga-
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-

-

of  the 12 extinct species of  koala is that it may belong to the 

ed. 1987. Koala: Australia’s Endearing Marsupial. Reed Books).

skull named Adelobasileus cromptoni
the ancestor of  marsupials. In 2003, though, “the origin 

complete skeleton of  a chip-

named Sinodelphys 
szalayi -
ered in China (Jack-
son. 2007, Koala: 
Origins of  an Icon. Ja-
cana Books p. 5). Al-

far from Australia, 
-

eral marsupial features leading to speculation that 
S. szalayi is the koala ancestor. 

speculation abounds about their possible ancestry. 

as diprotodonts” (Jackson, 2007, p. 14). Instead of  

-
order, the Phascolarctomorpha (meaning animals 
shaped like koalas) … a lonely remnant of  a once 

extinct groups of  marsupials, 
-

inclines us to be far more cautious about interpretations of  
-

cher and Hand. 1987, p. 79).
-

Koalas: the Little Australians We’d All Hate to Lose. Australian 

koalas from any other animal that, although some minor 
-

a third independent order of  diprotodont marsupials” (Ar-
cher and Hand. 1987, p. 81). As Stahl admits, the origin 
of  the koala, and all of  the phalangeroid marsupials for 

Vertebrate History: Problems in 
Evolution. 

-

-
pan. 

Koalas - and all marsupials - are clearly not more primi-

has made the koala the success story of  Australian forests” 
(1989. p. 10)

-
batiform marsupials or any other possible ancestors, re-
mains a mystery (Archer and Hand.1987, p. 82). Further-

(Archer and Hand. 1987, p. 91). Koalas are an enigma for 
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Continued from page 1
----------------------------------

-
key-like prehensile tails to the 

need to hide from enemies, though—

-

-
ther teeth nor a stomach, yet can effec-

of  their prey (Amanda Vincent.1990. 
Natural History # 12 pp. 34-43 see p. 
36).

a unique drama. Mother ceases her 
part in the reproduction task after she 
carefully deposits her eggs into dad’s 
kangaroo-like sack. There they are 
fertilized by the male, and remain for 

-
horses are born they must rise 

(J. E. Hartman. 1968. National Wildlife 
Magazine p. 20). Father then looks after 
them until they are mature enough to 

tail around dad and hitches a ride - a 
beautiful sight to behold.

The design contrast of  this little 

chameleon, the seahorse’s eyes can 

-
tremely useful design if  you cannot 

-

Also, like the chameleon, seahorses 
-

ing color to match their surroundings. 

tubular mouths. In a matter of  sec-
onds they can become red, blue, and 

Its bosom can puff  up like that of  a 
pouter pigeon, and its colored armor 

Although seahorses are among the 

-
-

tures that make them unique, not just 
a prehensile tail and the many differ-

-

Teske et al. 2004. Molecular Phylogenetics 
and Evolution. 30 #2: 261-272). 

If  you can imagine trying to turn 

route for its origins. Scientists struggle 

-
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of  “the most graceful inhabitants 
of  our seas … extraordinarily ele-
gant” (W. Arrigoni.1989. Sea Frontiers. 
pp. 358-365 see p. 358). 

 Its uniqueness is also high-
lighted by the fact that it offers not a 

-

the oldest seahorse fossils back to 

back about 40 million years ago. Yet 

-

-
-

i t s 
back. Considered 
most closely related 

because they also in-
cubate their young in 
a pouch, seahorses 
are markedly differ-

et al. concludes “in the ab-
sence of  a reliable fossil record, it 
has only been possible to speculate as 
to the time and place of  the origin of  
Hippocampus” (Molecular Phylogentics and 
Evolution. 2004. 30 #2: pp. 261-272 see 
p. 261).

-
-

lutionary theory that explains from 
 

et al., 2004, p. 261). Some 
g e - netic studies 

that the 
f i r s t sea-

originated in the Atlan-
tic biome. This theory 

is supported because the only 

seahorses are considered most closely 

-
ome. A biome is a major ecological 

determined by climate. 
Other studies support 

the theory that seahorses 

concentration of  seahorses—
-

day. A third theory supports the idea 
that tropical shore species migrated 
around the Cape of  Good Hope and 

region (Teske, Cherry, & Matthee, 
2003). 
Casey et al. (2004) did a phyloge-

netic analysis of  93 specimens of  22 
-

using cytochrome b gene 
sequence data. Despite 
a greater number of  sea-

horse species in the Indo-

-
ory of  genus Hippocampus. The genetic 

-
-

lion years ago to as much as 25 

-
eral species designations need 

are required to determine the pat-
terns of  seahorse geographical disper-
sal.

but Arrigoni calls them “a mixture 
-

roo, a bit of  monkey, and a pinch of  
chameleon” (1989, p. 258). No other 

-
-

fessor Vincent Amanda noted “from 
snout to tail, seahorses are surpris-
i n g 

-
cies of  -

ing in oceans 

hints at their 

history. 
- ing seahorses 

range from the half-inch 

Seahorse to the 14 inch-

all are seahorses from head to tail 
(Amanda, 1990, p. 36). Seahorses are 
members of  the Syngnathidae family, 

all of  these assumed family members.

the seahorse and all its other unique 
-

tion, but of  meticulous engineering. 

than for humans to behold its beauty, 
- s o n 

enough. Too often 

b e -
come so blind-

ed by the human 

seahorse is a seahorse.
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God  of  Wonders
Eternal  Productions

The  whole  family  will  love  this  

new  DVD!  The  marvelous  scenes  

from  nature,  the  Bible  verses  

and  the  relevant  commentary  are  

interesting  and  inspiring.

85  minutes          
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Tyrrell  Museum
Margaret  Helder

Paper  (coil)/56  pages

(shipping  only  $2.00  when  

this  guide  alone  is  ordered)

As  you  head  out  to  

Drumheller  on  your  holiday  

travels,  do  not  forget  a  

copy  of  our  creation-based  

commentary  on  the  exhibits  

in  this  famous  museum.  This  

fourth  edition  of  the  guide  

covers  many  new  exhibits  as  

well  as  old  favourites.
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For  youngsters  and  others  who  are  interested  in  

Bible  /ancient  history,  or  just  plain  adventure,  

this  book  is  highly  recommended.  Beautifully  

illustrated,  the  book  includes  discussion  of  

various  ancient  ruins  in  the  middle  east.  Current  

appearance  and  historical  

are  provided  in  a  new  

multi-grade  format.
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What  better  excuse  is  there  for  all  of  us  to  get  out  and  

learn  about  some  wonderful  creatures  of  the  Canadian  

landscape  than  with  this  activity  book  which  asks  

stimulating  questions  of  upper  elementary  youngsters  

and  provides  interesting  discussion.  Now  is  the  time  to  

small.
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make more 
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